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Horseieg PCB cleanup slated
to end in December
11/09/03
By Meaghan Marr, Rome News-Tribune Staff
Writer
General Electric expects to
complete its cleanup of PCB
contamination along the banks
of Horseieg Creek by early
December, officials say.

The company is removing soil
in which the probable
carcinogens found sometimes
have reached a level of 110
parts per million, greatly
exceeding the 1.55 ppm limit
allowed by the Georgia

Crews load a dump truck
with dirt along Horseieg

Creek Road. PCB cleanup at
a 1.5-acre site on Horseieg

Creek is expected to be
finished by December.

William T. Martin / Rome
News-Tribune

tnvironmental Protection Division.
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catoosa county NewspCBs washed off from the Rome plant site on Redmond
Circle into storm-water lines and drainage ditches
because PCB-laced pyranol was used as an insulating
fluid for transformers produced at the plant between
1953 and 1977.
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The Horseieg Creek area — a 1.5-acre site — was one

walker county of three areas found that contained elevated levels of
ReportsPCBs. The two other areas at Little Dry Creek have

been cleaned, said GE spokeswoman Betsey Weltner.

Rome, GA The goal of the cleanup is to bring the PCB levels down
to the EPD limit or lower, said Bob Witsell, GE project
manager.

Of the 69 samples taken at the site, 32 were below the
10411121'
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limit or had no levels at all, 18 were between 1.55 and
10 ppm, 19 were higher than 10 ppm and the highest
level was 110 ppm.

The EPD has been monitoring the cleanup=

"it's going weii," said David Yardurnian, an EPD project
engineer who added that this may not be the end of
area cleanups.

The federal Environmental Protection Agency has
proposed an administrative order requiring GE to do
more investigations, Yardurnian said.

But after this cleanup, the property, at least partially
owned by Shorter College, will be safe for any use,
Witsell said.

Fill dirt and native plants are planned for the area
when cleanup is completed.

The project was originally planned to start in the spring
but was delayed because of the high amount of rainfall.
But two crews are working to clean the areas to get the
project finished by December.
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